Survey of new antihypertensive drugs: 1982.
Over 500 compounds reported to have antihypertensive activity have been cataloged from the world literature (1979-1982). The agents were classified according to mechanism: 1) drugs interacting at alpha-adrenoceptor sites; 2) beta-adrenoceptor antagonists; 3) drugs interacting with the autonomic nervous system by mechanisms other than 1 and 2; 4) inhibitors of the renin-angiotensin system; 5) diuretics; 6) vasodilator antihypertensives; and 7) drugs with miscellaneous mechanisms and/or sites of action. Within each class the drugs were subclassified and compounds that best fit the prototypes identified. The scheme is subjective, largely because of conflicting information cited in the literature. It is clear that many new drugs are at various stages of development. Whether or not these drugs will survive the scrutiny of rigorous and lengthy preclinical and clinical development, and in fact prove to be better antihypertensive agents than the currently marketed agents, remains to be established.